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Takoma Park, D. C . ,  A p r i l  6 , 1915.

E ld .  ft. C. White,

San ita r im n ,  Napa Go.,

C a l i f o r n i a ,

Dear Brother  W h ite : -

I a p p r e c ia t e d  your l e t t e r  o f  March 12, and I thank

yon f o r  ypur message o f  sympathy c o n c ern in g  my f a t h e r ’ s d e a th .

I have noted what you have s a id  about your m other’ s c o n d i t i o n ,  a l th o u g h  

you n e g l e c t e d  to i n c l o s e  the s ta tem ent  which you m ent ioned .  When I see  

t h e s e  e a r l y  b e l i e v e r s  l i k e  your mother,  my f a t h e r ,  and E ld .  O lsen  p a s s i n g  

away so r a p i d l y ,  and then  t h in k  of  how l i t t l e  has r e a l l y  been acco m p l ish ed  

in s e r i o u s l y  warning the whole world o f  the impending second a d v e n t ,  I am 

l e d  to  wonder whether  any of  us now connected  w i th  t h i s  movement w i l l  a f t e r  

a l l  l i v e  to se e  the consummation. I t  i s  a s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n .

I t  seem3 to  me th a t  a l a r g e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e s t s  upon those  o f  us who 

know th a t  there  are s e r i o u s  e r r o r s  in  our a u t h r o iz e d  books and y e t  make no 

s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  to c o r r e c t  them. The p eo p le  and our average  m i n i s t e r s  t r u s t  

us to  f u r n i s h  them w ith  r e l i a b l e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  and they  use  our books as  

s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  in  t h e i r  sermons,  but we l e t  them go on year  a f t e r  

year  a s s e r t i n g  t h i n g s  which we know to  be u n t r u e .  I cannot f e e l  th a t  t h i s  

i s  r i g h t .  It  seems to  me th a t  we are b e t r a y i n g  our t r u s t  and d e c e i v i n g  the  

m i n i s t e r s  and p e o p l e .  I t  appears  to  me that  th e r e  i s  much more a n x i e t y  to  

prev en t  a p o s s i b l e  shock to  some t r u s t f u l  p e o p le  than to c o r r e c t  e r r o r .

Your l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  a d e s i r e  on your p a r t  to  h e lp  me but I f e a r  

t h a t  i t  i s  a l i t t l e  l a t e .  The e x p e r ie n c e  o f  the  l a s t  s i x  or e ig h t  y e a r s  

and e s p e c i a l l y  the t h in g s  co n cern in g  which I t a l k e d  w ith  you have had t h e i r  

e f f e c t  on ne in s e v e r a l  ways. I have had some hard shocks  to g e t  o v e r ,  and 

a f t e r  s i v i n g  the  b e s t  o f  my l i f e  to  t h i s  movement I have l i t t l e  peace and 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  in c o n n e c t io n  w i th  i t ,  and I am d r iv e n  to  the  c o n c l u s i o n  that
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the  on ly  th in g  f o r  me to  do i s  to  do q u i e t l y  what X can do c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y ,  

and l e a v e  the o t h e r s  to  go on w ithou t  me. Of c o u rse  t h i s  f a r  from a happy 

ending to  my l i f e - w o r k ,  hut t h i s  m seems to  he the h s t  adjustm ent  t h a t  I 

am a b le  to make. The way your m o th er 's  w r i t i n g s  havebeen handled and the  

f a l s e  im p res s io n  co n c er n in g  them which i s  s t i l l  f o s t e r e d  among the  p eo p le  

have brought g r e a t  p e r p l e x i t y  and t r i a l  to ine. I t  seems to  me th a t  what 

amounts to d e c e p t i o n ,  though probably not i n t e n t i o n a l ,  has been p r a c t i s e d  

in  making some of  her b ook s ,  and th a t  no s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  has been made to  

d is a b u se  the  minds o f  the p e o p le  o f  what was known to  be t h e i r  wrong v iew  

c o n c e r n in g  her w r i t i n g s .  But i t  i s  no use  to go in t o  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  I have 

ta lk e d  w i th  you f o r  y e a r s  about them, but i t  b r in g s  no change.  I th in k  

however th a t  we are d r i f t i n g  toward a c r i s i s  which w i l l  come soon er  or l a t e r  

and perhaps so o n er .  A v ery  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  o f  r e a c t i o n  has a l r e a d y  s e t  i n .

I t  has been very  q u i e t  here f o r  a few weeks,  as  many of  the  b r e th re n  

are  in  the  f i e l d .  The weather  has been q u i t e  c o l d ,  and we had about f i v e  

in c h e s  o f  snow l a s t  Sabbath,  but i t  more l i k e  Spring t o - d a y .

My mother i s  q u i t e  f e e b l e ,  a l th o u g h  she b e a r s  up f u l l  b e t t e r  than I 

r e a l l y  e x p e c te d .  She m i s s e s  f a t h e r  v ery  much? They l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  more than  

s i x t y - s e v e n  y e a r s .

The work o f  the  o f f i c e  seems to be p r o s p e r in g  and we are a l l  v ery  busy  

t r y i n g  to meet the  demands upon u s .

I should  be g la d  to  hear  from you at  any t im e .  I f  you can p r o p e r ly  do 

s o ,  I would be g la d  to  have you e x p r e s s  to your mother my sympathy f o r  her  

in  her a f f l i c t i o n .
Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,


